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The manufacture of sugar from beet also employs an increasing
number of workpeople. The principal seats are Prussian Saxony,
Hanover, Brunswick, Anhalt, and Mecklenburg, and the "beet is
grown for the most part in the neighbourhood of the factories.
In the year 1905-1906 876 factories were engaged In the
manufacture of sugar- The area devoted to beet was ljl79>80G
acres, and the quantity of beets used was 15,733,478 metric
tons, a larger amount than since 1901-1902. The production
was 2,814,779 tons of raw sugar and 328,752 tons of molasses.
Of the 376 sugar factories, 286 were in Prussia (108 in the
province of Saxony), which country had a production of
1,861,970 tons of sugar and 260,859 tons of molasses,
The area under tobacco varies greatly with the seasons, a
good season giving so satisfactory a return that a larger area is
at once put under cultivation, but the general tendency during
the past twenty years has been a declining one. The average
area under cultivation during the five years 1886-1890 was
48,425 acres, during the years 1891-1895 43,595 acres, during
the years 1896-1900 45,324 acres, and during the years 1901-
1905 it was 40,417 acres, the year 1905 having an area of
85,277 acres. During the same period the number of tobacco
planters has fallen from an average of 173,561 per annum for
the years 1886-1890 to 108,847 for the years 1901-1905, the
number in 1905 being 93,119. The greatest falling off has been
in the small planters with farms of 2|- acres and under, who
have decreased to barely one-third the number twenty years ago.
The production of dried tobacco leaves has fallen from an average
of 37,488 metric tons annually for the years 1886-1890 to
35,405 tons for the years 1901-1905.
Figures like these show the extent and variety of agrarian
enterprise, and give some indication of the immense influence
which is nowadays behind the demand for the retention of
protective duties.
It is only since the 'seventies of last century, however, that
German agriculture has been the special object of fiscal policy.
Down to the middle of the century it was so far prosperous that
the corn-growers had only nominal protection, and desired none
at all, insomuch that in 1865 the duties were allowed to lapse.
Herr von Bismarck (afterwards Imperial Chancellor and author
of the Customs Tariff of 1879) wrote in 1848 ; " With regard to